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School Attendance - Update

One of the many duties a school has is to ensure that children’s attendance rates are as high as possible.
We have thresholds that are imposed by Norfolk County Council and central government and an obligation
to follow their guidance.

Letters to parents where children fall below the NCC thresholds will start to be issued soon. These letters
are standard NCC letters and are sent to remind parents of their children's attendance levels. Whilst general
illness can’t be helped it is important that we keep all parents uptodate with their children’s attendance
levels. Children are only at school for 190 days a year and then for only 6.5 hrs a day, so days lost to
holidays and ilinesses do have a big impact on their learning.

The thresholds are as follows;
e Parents will receive a letter when attendance is between 90% and 95%
e Parents will receive a further letter if attendance is below 90% - this is called ‘persistent absence’

Please be aware that the criteria for the issuing of a ‘Fixed Penalty Notice’ (fine) from Norfolk County Council
is as follows;

e at least 9 sessions (4.5 school days) lost to unauthorised absence by the pupil during the last 6
school weeks. (Current fixed penalty notices are £60 per child.)

I hope this letter goes some way to explain why (and if) you receive a letter. On a related but separate note
- all holidays booked during term time will be classified as unauthorised unless they come under the
‘exceptional circumstances’ ruling of which there are very few. Please be reminded of the term dates
overleaf, so that you can avoid term time when booking holidays.

Simon Wakeman
Executive Head



cauty o 2023 -2024

This calendar applies to community schools, community special schools, VC schools and nursery schools and sets the days on which school transport will be provided
While most Foundation, VA, foundation special, free schools and academy trusts who are able to set their own dates, adopt the Norfolk Model, we advise you
to check with your child's schoel before making holiday or other commitments.
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Key : White dates - schools open to pupils
Yellow dates - pupil holiday O = Staff Tralning Days ~ (The remalning 2 Inset Days will be disaggregated Into 6 Twilights, 1 per Half Term)
Red dates - bank holiday

Every School
pay Matters

SN gharts
& il and future SUCCESS -
> with good aite I

Going fo school helps children fox AT e
J Leam

+ Hove fun

+ Make Friends

o Get new experienc 96% GOOD

 Increase Exquates o Tachool da off coch year

+ Hove the bast start in life

%, NEARLY THERE
DALYLATENESS 02" ontmsmbam e

ﬂj‘uﬂfﬁ to...

s s w0 )0/, EXTREME IMPACT

e Ecpuctes fo 2 manta off 2och yeor

] -

Education is important - don't miss out
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