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6th March 2024

Dear Parents/Carers

Whatsapp Communication

We hope this letter finds you well. We are writing to bring to your attention a matter that concerns
the communication habits of our Year 5/6 cohort. It has come to our attention that many students
within this age group have been actively using Whatsapp as a means of communication.

To address this issue and ensure the safety and well-being of our students, we have attached some
parent information regarding Whatsapp. We kindly request that you take the time to review the
poster on page 2 carefully. It contains valuable insights into the risks associated with Whatsapp
usage, the type of content that may be encountered, and important advice on how to navigate
these challenges.

We understand that there have been several incidents involving Whatsapp over the past few
months, and as such, it is crucial for us as a school community to remain vigilant and informed
about the potential pitfalls of online communication platforms.

We believe that by working together, we can empower our children with the knowledge and skills
necessary to navigate the digital world responsibly and safely. Your cooperation in this matter is
greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you for your
attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Sophie Bugg
Interim H f School



At hational Online Sofoty, wo baliews inompowering parents; carars and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed convarsation obout oniine safety with their childron, should thoy fool
itis neoded. This guide focusos onone of many apps which we baiiove trusted cdults should be oware of. Pleass visit weww.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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EMPHASISE CAUTION

Encourage your child to treat unexpected messages with caution:

get them to consider, for example, whether the mossu%: sounds like
something o friend or relative would reolly send them. Make sure they
know never to share Eelsonui detaile ower WhaotsApp, and to be wary
of clicking on any links in messages. Seth“ﬁ,u two- step verification
odds a further layer of protection to their sApp account.

ADJUST THE SETTINGS R

It's wise to change your child's WhatsApp settings {ga to ‘Privacy’,
then 'Groups’) to specily which of their contacts can add them to
a"mil‘:u chats without needing approval: you can give permission to
ontacts’ or ‘My Contacts Except ... Additionally, if your child
nn:l: to use ‘live location’, amphuslsn that they should enable this
function far only as long as they need - and then turn it off.
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THINKING BEFORE SHARING

Help your child to understand why it's importont to stop and think before
posting or forwarding something on Whatsapp. It's easy — and all too
common - for content to then be shared more widely (even publicly on
social media). Encourage your child to conzider how an ill-judged message
might domage their reputation or upset a friend who sent something to

4 them in confidence.
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CHAT ABOUT PRINACY

Some parents like to check in with their child about how

they're using WhatsApp, ¢:|;Iumlng that It will help to keep the

sate. If you spot o "Locked Chats’ folder, you might want to talk cbcul the
sort of chats that are in there, who they're with and why your child wants to
keep them hidden. Also, if your child has sent any ‘view once” content, you
could discuss their reasons tor using this feature.
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